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Dr. Meir Elran will focus on the Israeli experience of building a combined resistance-
resilience approach to successfully manage security-based man-made disruptions. In the 
constant search for effective responses to the systemic risk of natural and man-made 
disasters, the prevailing approach is that of resistance, aimed primarily to thwart, postpone, 
protect, or mitigate. Universal experience has repeatedly shown that these strategies fall 
short of providing adequate results, leaving room for complementary policies. Resilience, or 
the enhancement of the disrupted system’s capacity to swiftly bounce back following a 
disturbance, should resonate as a viable and practical construct for this growing challenge.
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SOCIETAL RESILIENCE:
A RESPONSE STRATEGY FOR

MAN-MADE DISRUPTIONS

The PIIRS Research Community on Global Systemic Risk will pursue a multidisciplinary inquiry focusing 
on the robustness and fragility of global human-made organizational systems—energy exploration and pro-
duction, electricity transmission, food and water supplies, and the financial system, among others—to better 
understand the nature of risk, the structure of increasingly fragile systems, and the ability to anticipate and 
prevent catastrophic consequences.
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