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The PIIRS Research Community on Global Systemic Risk will pursue a multidisciplinary inquiry focusing 
on the robustness and fragility of global human-made organizational systems—energy exploration and pro-
duction, electricity transmission, food and water supplies, and the financial system, among others—to better 
understand the nature of risk, the structure of increasingly fragile systems, and the ability to anticipate and 
prevent catastrophic consequences.
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Guyot Hall, Room 10

Mauro Guillén will discuss his 2015 book, The Architecture of Collapse: The Global System in the Twenty-First 
Century. Using a variety of demographic, economic, financial, social, and political indicators, Guillén 
demonstrates that the design of the global system has become an “architecture of collapse” subject 
to a variety of shocks. Analyses of the Global Financial Crisis of 2008, the bilateral relationship 
between the U.S. and China, and the European sovereign debt crisis, together illustrate how the 
complexity and tight coupling of system components create fragility and periodic disruption. Guillén 
discusses structural and policy prescriptions to enhance global systemic resilience.
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